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Colipa presents progress in alternatives to animal testing
at gathering of global experts in Montreal

Brussels, 23 August 2011 — Colipa (the European Cosmetics Association) has presented a
range of new initiatives it has taken in developing alternatives to animal testing to a global
gathering of scientists, associations, NGOs and regulators in Montreal, Canada.

The 8" World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use in the Life Sciences, also known as
WCS8, has focused on the ‘3Rs’ — Replacement, Reduction and Refinement — and features
presentations and exhibitions from leading experts in alternatives to animal testing. Dr Horst
Wenck, Chair of Colipa’s Strategic Project Team on Alternatives said: "WC8 provides an
important meeting place for a range of stakeholders to discuss progress on testing without
animals, and it is clear that Colipa has made significant progress in developing and
evaluating new alternative models through its collaborative work. Colipa’s efforts include the
joint European Commission’s Health programme initiative on alternatives, the SEURAT - 1
initiative. The cosmetics industry, through Colipa, is spending €37m between 2007 and 2014
on research into alternatives. This is more than any other sector, producing some notable
successes. ”

Just one example of the cosmetic industry’s active involvement in the development of in vitro
methods is the work by Colipa’s Eye Irritation Task Force. The work includes Reconstructed
Human Tissue (RHT) that replicates the human eye cornea. After validation, these new
methods will allow the assessment of the risks of eye irritation for a range of different
ingredients used in cosmetics and other chemical products, without the use of animals.

Another major highlight of WC8 is the work on skin allergy. Colipa’s research has provided
new insights into the biological processes involved in the development of skin allergies and
has led to three in vitro tests, which are now being reviewed by the European Centre for the
Validation of Alternative Methods (ECVAM). These tests will form part of an in vitro test
toolbox capable of defining the potential for skin allergy without needing new animal test
data. This toolbox also includes computer-simulation models, comparing data with existing
similar chemicals.

Colipa’s work with the SEURAT initiative (Safety Evaluation Ultimately Replacing Animal
Testing) will be shown during the poster session. This initiative has particular significance
because it enables Colipa to collaborate extensively in the area of repeated dose toxicity
testing of cosmetics and chemicals.
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Bertil Heerink, Director-General of Colipa, said: “The projects we have highlighted at WC8
show the progress that is being made in finding alternatives to animal testing, building on the
research investments made by the cosmetics industry for more than two decades. We will
continue to support scientists and researchers and facilitate collaboration in order to make
as much progress as possible, as fast as possible.”

***EN DS***

Editor’s notes

1.

Colipa is the European trade association representing the interests of the cosmetic
industry. Its membership consists of 25 national associations of the EU Member States
and beyond, 19 major international companies and 7 associated members. Colipa
represents more than 2,000 companies throughout the EU via the active representation
of its member national associations. For more information about Colipa please consult
our website: www.colipa.eu .

A further example of the progress in finding alternatives is in genotoxicity (the amount of
damage a substance can cause to DNA). While alternative methods already exist for this
health effect, Colipa is leading a major programme to improve the accuracy of these
tests by reducing ‘false positives’.

More information can be found about the SEURAT initiative (Safety Evaluation Ultimately
Replacing Animal Testing on Colipa’s website via the following link: Click here

Colipa will hold a debriefing on the World Congress at the European Parliament in
Brussels on 18 October. For more information, please contact Julie Vermooten, Public
Affairs Director (jvermooten@colipa.be).

Media contacts should speak to Emma Tuddenham, Communications Director
(etuddenham@colipa.be).
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